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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXRVINERS 
DOCKET NO.: BDSME 09434-2002N 

Admi nistrative Action 

CONSENT ORDER 

T h i s  matter was opened to t h e  N e w  Jersey State Board of 

Medical Examiners ( h e s e i n a f t e r  t h e  “Board”) by way of Verified 

Administrative Compiaint filed on June 28, 2002, by David Samson, 

Attorney G e n e r a l  of N e w  Jersey,  Adriana E. Baudry, Deputy 

Attorney General appearing. T h e  Complaint and  accompanying 

documents sought emergent relief by way of temporary suspension 

of license p u r s u a n t  to N . J . S . A .  45:1-22, and requested 

disciplinary sanctions against Michael G. A s h k a r ,  M . D .  

( h e r e i n a f t e r  “Respondent“) alleging, inter a l i a ,  violations of -- 

N.J.A.C. 13:35-7.2(a), N . J . S . A .  45~9-6 and N.Z.S.A. 45:1-21(b), -- 

-.-- 



( c ) ,  ( d ) ,  ( h )  and (i) . Respondent has denied t h e  allegations of 

t h e  Complaint rendering t h e  matter a contested case a s  def ined  by 

N.3.S.A. 52r14b-1, et. seq. 

Following a h e a r i n g  on t h e  Attorney General's application 

f o r  emergent re l i e f ,  t h e  Board entered a n  Order of Temporary 

Suspension on July 1 7 ,  2002, which r e s t r i c t ed  Respondent from 

engaging in t h e  practice of medicine and su rge ry  pending a 

plenary hearing. Thereaf ter ,  t h e  Board transmitted t h e  matter to 

t h e  Off ice Of Administrative Law f o r  a plenary  hearing. A 

hearing was scheduled to commence on November 13, 2003 ,  before 

t h e  Honorable Joseph Fidler ,  A.L.J., at t h e  Of f i ce  of 
-.- 

Administrative Law i n  Quakerbridge, N e w  J e r s e y .  On August 18, 

2003, the Attorney General filed a notion f o r  Pa r t i a l  Summary 

Decision which was decided by t h e  Honorable Joseph F. F i d l e r ,  

A . L . J .  on November 1 2 ,  2 0 0 3  and concluded that there were no 

genuinely disputed f ac t s  as to C o u n t s  I, I1 and 111 of the 

Verified Complaint of as to violations of N . J . R , C .  ? 3 : 3 5 - 6 ( b ) ,  

N . J . A . C .  13 :35 -7 .2 (a )  and N.J.A.C. 13:35-?.6(a) - 
Responden t ,  be ing  desirous of r e s o l v i n g  t h e  w i t h i n  matter 

without formal proceedings ,  and the Board finding t h a t  Respondent 

engaged in conduct  violative of t h e  aforementioned statutes and  

r e g u l a t i o n s  and t h e  within Order  adequately p r o t e c t i v e  of t h e  

public health, s a f e t y  and welfare,  f o r  the reasons expressed 
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h e r e i n  and o t h e r  good cause hav ing  been shown, it is, therefore 

on this 13th day of November , 2003 

ORDERED AND AGREED THAT: 

1. T h e  license i s s u e d  to Respondent, Michael G. A s h k a r ,  

M.D. is hereby suspended f o r  a p e r i o d  of five years ,  retroactive 

to t h e  date of July 1 7 ,  2002. Said suspension s h a l l  be a c t i v e l y  

served for a period of two years with the remaining t h r ee  y e a r s  

to be served as a period of probat ion.  

2 .  Respondent shall enroll in and s u c c e s s f u l l y  complete an 

ethics course approved by the New Jersey State Board OF Medical 

Examiners within one year of t h e  da te  of e n t r y  of this Order .  

Successful completion means that all sessions were attended, a l l  

assignments were p rope r ly  and appropr i a t e ly  completed and a 

p a s s i n g  grade wa3 achieved which w a s  unconditional and w i t h o u t  

reservation - 
3. Respondent shall e n r o l l  i n  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  complete a 

record keeping course  approved by t h e  New Jersey State Board of 

Nedical Examiners w i t h i n  one year of t h e  d a t e  of e n t r y  of t h i s  

Order. Successful completion means that a l l  sessions were 

attended, all assignments were p r o p e r l y  and appropriately 

completed and a passing grade was achieved w h i c h  was 

unconditional and  without reservation. 

4 .  Respondent s h a l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  in individual t h e r a p y  
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p u r s u a n t  to recommendations made by t h e  J.J. Peters Institute. 

5. Respondent s h a l l  continue to be monitored by t h e  

Physician's Health Program ("PHP") . 
6. Respondent s h a l l  en su re  that the PHP provide q u a r t e r l y  

r e p o r t s  to the Board regarding Respondent's prog re s s .  

7 .  Respondent is assessed an aggregate civil penalty of 

$20,000.00 for the offenses  s e t  f o r t h  in Counts 1 th rough  IV a n d  

costs in t h e  amount of $7,276.00 consisting of $5,476.00 in 

investigative cos ts  and $1,8O0.00 in expe r t  fe-es. Respondent 

shall p a y  to the Board a t t o r n e y  fees pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4 5 : l -  

2 5 ( d )  in t h e  amount of $34,524.00.  
".. - 

Board O f f i c e ,  1 4 0  East F r o n t  Street, P . O .  BOX 183, T r e n t o n ,  NJ, 

O r d e r r n d  ST b ~ e r m ~ - e d ~ ~ o  7 th# 
regar ing att -ney  e e s ,  xpery  fee and  /' 
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of atrorney fees due and owing, then towards satisfaction of 

costs due and owing, and  then towards satisfaction of assessed 

p e n a l t i e s -  

10. I n t e r e s t  s h a l l  accrue in accordaxe  wi-ch Rule 4:42-11. 

All payments s h a l l  be made by cer t i f ied  c h e c k  o r  money order 

payable to the S t a t e  of New Jersey.  

11. In the event thz: a monthly i n s t a l lmen7  Fs not  received 

within Eive ( 5 )  dzys of  t h e  due date, t h e  e n t i r e  of  c i v i l  

penalties, COS:~ and fees shall become due and owing. 

12 .  Respondent  s h a l l  comcly with t h e  a t tached DireczLves 

Tor p h y s i c i a n s  who a r e  d i s c i p l i n e d  o r  wk,ose su r rende r  o f  

llcensure h a s  been accepeed by rAe  Board, which are incorporated 

herein by reference. 

NZW JE?SEY SYATE BQARD OF 
MEDICAL ZXAMINERS - 
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I have read and understood 
t h e  within order a n d  agree 
to be bound by i t s  terms. 
Consent is hereby given t o  
the Board to enter t h i s  Order. 

Consented to as to form: 
,n 

By : 

- 6 -  



I '  

. . , . ."- . ... -. . .. . . I -_ . . - .. . .. . 
/ /  I .  / r  I 

- . . ._ . - 

I /  

.- 

-a -- 



Nou-14-2003 04:4Qprn From-DIV OF LAW 

. .  

701-648-1462 

PETER C .  HARVEY 
ATTOELVEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY 
Division of Law - gfh Flcor 
124 Halsey Street 
P . O .  Box 45029 
Newark, New Jersey 07101 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
BZPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
DIVISION OF CONSUME3 AFFAIRS 
STATE BOARD -OF MECICAL, EXAMINZX 
DOCmT No.: 33SME 04434-2002N 

IN THZ YATT'ER OF THE SVSPENSLON 
OR REVOCATION OF THS LICENSE OF: 

Michael G, Ashkar, M . D .  
License No. MA 43615 

TU PRACTICE M E D I C I N E  & SURGERY 
TN THE STATE OF NEW JEKSEY 

This matter was opened to 

Medical Examiners (hereinafter t h e  

Adnicistrative Action 

CONSEN? ORDER 

r h e  New Jersey  State Bead of 

"Board") by way of Verified 

Administxative Camplaint f i l e d  on June 28, 2002, by D a v l d  Sanson, 

Attorney General of New Jersey,  Adriana E. Baudry,  Deputy 

A t L o r n e y  General appearing. The Complain: and accor,panying 

documents sought emergent rel-e5 by way of temporary suspens ion  

of l i cense  pursuant t o  N.J.S.A. 4 5 : i - 2 2 ,  and requested 

disciplinary sanc t ions  aga ins t  Michael G .  Ashka r ,  M,D. 

( h e r e i n a f t e r  "Respondent") a l l eg i r -g ,  -- i r - t e r  a l i a ,  v i o l a t i o n s  of 

N.J.A.C. 13:35-6.3, N.J.A.C. 1 3 : 3 5 - 6 . 5 { b ) ,  N.J.A.C. 13~35-7.6 

N.J.A.C. 13 :35-7 ,2 (a ) ,  N - J . S . A .  45:9-6 and N.J.S.A. 4511-21 

2E?? 649 7462 PRGC. 11 
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( c ) ,  ( c ]  I Ih) and (i) - Respondent has denied t h e  allegations CI€ 

the Complaint render ing  :he matter a contested case as d e f i n e 5  by 

N.J.S.A. 52:1Zb-1, et. seq. 

Following a he2rir .g on the Attorney General's applicztior. 

f o r  emergent relief, t h e  Board ectered an Order 3f T@mporary 

Suspecs ion  on July 1'7, 2002, which restricred Respondent from 

engag ing  in the p r a c t i c e  of  medicine anc: surgery pending a 

plenary hearing. Thereaf Ie r ,  t h e  Board t r m s m i t t e d  t h e  matter to 

the Office 3 2  Adnhis t r z ' t i ve  Law f o r  a plenary h e a r i n g ,  A 

kearin5 was schedJLed t o  comvence on Novenber 13, 2003, before 
<-- 

t h e  Honorable Joseph FidLer, A . L - C - f  at t h e  Office of 

Adminlstrztive Law i n  Quakerb r idge ,  New Jersey. On A u g u s t  18, 

2003,  t h e  AtTorney General filed a motion Sor P a r t i a l  Sumnary 

Decision which was decided by che Honorzble Joseph F. F i d l e r ,  

A .L . J .  02 Noverber :2, 2003 and concluded that t h e r e  were r,o 

G e n u i n e l y  disputed f z c r s  as LO Counts  I, I1 2nd I11 of the 

Verified Compleint o r  as to violations c?f K.G.A.C. 1 3 : 3 5 - 6 ( b ) ,  

W . J . A . C .  1 3 : 3 5 - 7 . 2 ( a )  anc! N . J . A . C .  13:35-7.6tz}. 

Respocdezt, beir.9 uesiroQs of resolving t h e  w i t h i n  marter 

without fcrrnal proceedings,  and t h e  Boarc! f i c d i n g  t h z t  Respondent 

engaged ir, conduc t  v i o l a t i v e  of t h e  aforementioned s ta tuzes  2nd 

r e g u l a t i o n s  and t h e  w i t h i n  Order aaequately protective of t h e  

pcblic h e a l t h ,  sa fe ty  and welfare, for tF.e reasons expressed 

- 2 -  

PRGE. 12 



Nov-14-2003 04:40~m From-DIV O F  LAW 

herein and other good czuse h a v i n g  been shown, it is, therefore  

on this 13Y1 day of November, 2003 

ORDERED AVD AGRSED THAT: 

1. T 3 e  license issued to Respondent, Yichael G. Ashkar, 

M . D .  is hereby suspended f o r  a period of five years, retroactive 

t o  t h e  da te  of J u l y  1'7, 2002. Said suspension s h a l l  be actively 

se-Ted f o r  2 2eriod of t w o  years w i t h  the remaining three yea r s  

t o  be serveu as a period of probation. 

2 -  Respondent s h a l l  e n r o l l  in a n a  successfully cornplete an 

ethics C O U Z S ~  approver! by r h e  N e w  Jersey S t a t e  Boaid of Medical 

Examiners w i t h i n  o r e  yea r  of tfie date 05 m z r y  of ch i s  Order. 

SGccessful complerion nears t h a t  a l l  sessims w e r e  at tended,  a l l  

e s s i g n m n t s  w e r e  p m p e r l y  and aFproprlately conplered and a 

passing grade was achieved which  was uccondi t iona l  a n d  w i t h o u t  

reservation. 

3 .  Respandent s h a l l  e n r o l l  in and scccessfully complete a 

r e c o r d  keep ing  ccurse approved by the New Jersey S t a t e  Board of 

Medical Exarr,iners w i r h i n  one year cf the date of e n t r y  of this 

Order. S u c c e s s f u l  completion mems that a l l  sessions were 

a t tended ,  all assigcments were proper ly  and appropriately 

completed am2 a p2ssir.g Grade was achieved w h i c h  was 

u n c o n d i t i o n a l  and w i t h o u t  reservation. 

4 .  Respor-den: shall participate in individuzl t h e r a p y  

- 3 -  
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pursuar- t  to recorrmendetions maae by the J. 3. P e t e r s  I n s t i t u t e .  

5 .  Respondent s h a l l  c o n t i n w  t o  be mmi tc red  by t h e  

Physician‘s Bezlth Program (“PHP”) . 

6 .  iiespondent shall ensure thet t h e  PBP provide quarrer ly  

r e p o r t s  to t h e  Borne regarding Xespondent‘s progress. 

7 .  Respondent i s  assessed an aggregate  civil penalty of 

$23,000.OU f o r  the offenses set  f o r t h  in C o u n t s  I through fV end 

cos ts  in t h e  amoun-, of $7,276.00 c o n s i s t i n g  of 5 5 , 4 7 6 . 0 0  in 

investiqztive costs  and $1,600.00 in expert  fees. Respondent 

s h a l l  pay to the 3oard a t t o r n e y  fees pcrsuant to N.J.S.A. 45:l- 

2 5  ( d )  in the m o u n t  of $34,524 . O O .  

8 .  All f o r m  of costs 2nd penalties t o t z l i r 4  $ 6 1 , 8 0 0 . 0 0 ,  

shall be p a i d  as s e t  f o r t h  in Schedule A, at tached he re to  a t  t h e  

Board Office, 140 Ezst F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  P . O .  9ox 183, T r e n t o n ,  N J ,  

0 9 6 2 5 ,  A Certificate o f  Dabt foz  t h e  above ainoun’k s h a l l  be fi lec! 

pzrsuant:  to N.Z.S.A. 45:i-24. Said schedule s h a l l  be subjec t  to 

t h e  approval of rh=e 3oarci following receigt of a financial 

syatemenc in t h e  form attached, and t a x  r e L u r n s  f o r  t h e  pas’, 

t h r e e  years,  t o  be submitted w i t h i n  13 days of  the da te  

Order. 

9 .  X 1  pay;ner-ts shall cirsr be applied 

s a t i s f a c t i o n  of a t t o r n e y  Zees dJe and owinc, then 

s a r i s f a c t i o n  of coszs  dce and ovir-g, azd then 

of this 

towards 

towards 

towards 

- 4 -  
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s a t i s f a c t i o n  02 zssessed penalties. 

10. Interest  s h a l l  bccrue in accordance 'w i th  R u l e  4:42-11. 

AL1 payments s h a l l  be made by certified check mcney o r a e r  

payable to t h e  S t a t e  of New Jersey. 

11. In t h e  event t h a t  2 monthly installment is not  received 

w i t h i n  five ( 5 )  days a f  the due date,  t h e  ent i re  of civil 

g e x l t i e s ,  c o s t s  2nd fees shall 5ezcme due and owing. 

12. Respondent s h a l l  comply with the atrached Directives 

fc r  P h y s i c i m s  whc are  disciplined o r  whose surrender of 

licer-sure has been accepted by the Bozrd, which are incorporated 

h e r e i n  by reference.  
<:- 

N3:W X R S Z Y  STATE 3OARD OF 
MEDICAL EXAKINERS 

By: 
G L J N N  A. FARREX, ESQ. 
VICE-PRZSIDENT 

- 5 -  
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I have read and understood 
t h e  w i t k i n  order  and agree 
to be bound by i t s  t e r m s .  
Consent is hereby  given T O  
the  Board to e n t e r  this Order. 

DATED: - 
Michzel. G. Ashkzr, M.D, 

Cmsented to as to form: 

3 y  : DATED: - 
Szeven I. K e r n ,  Esq. 

- 6 -  
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Schedule A 

$2 ,738 .00  payable w i t h i n  t e n  (15)) days of exemt ion  of tkis 
Order 

$2,738.00 payable  wi th i r .  twer , t y  (201 days cf execution of this  
Order. 

$687 .50  on o r  before January 1, 2004. 

$687.59  on 3r before February I, 2004. 

$ 6 8 7 . 5 0  on or before March 1, 2004. 

5687 .50  cn or be€ore April I, 2004. 

$687 .50  on o r  before May 1, 2004. 

$683 .50  or. o r  before J u n e  1, 2004 .  

$687 .50  on o r  bezcre J u l y  1, 2 0 0 4 .  

$ 6 8 7 . 5 0  o n  o r  before Ailgust 1, 2 0 0 4 .  

S I . , O O C . O C  on o r  befare  SepLember 1, 2004.  

$ 2 , 0 0 0 - 0 0  02 or before  Octobe r  I, 2 0 0 4 .  

$3,OOC.O3 on o r  befcse Kcvenber I, 2002.  

$4 ,000 .00  on ~r before  DecemSer i ,  2CO4. 

55 ,000.00  or. or before tznuary 1, 2 0 0 5 .  

$6,2100.00 on or before  February I, 2005.  

$7 ,000 .00  on CT before March 1, 2005.  

$ ~ , ~ 0 0 . 0 3  on o r  before April I, 2305.  

~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~  Qn or before May 1, 3005.  

%lance on o r  before Jur.e 1, 2 0 0 5 .  

C’ 

- 7 -  
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